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‘Balsing the Ralirosds to Thelr
Highest Eficiency.

. The recommendationa of the Inter-

| state Commerce Commission that the

. mallgoads of the United States shall

_ be put on a plune of the highest pos-

et
f

)

‘sible efiiciency by the repeal of those
statutes which now prevent thelr op-
#ration with due regurd to the public
faterest should be Immediately enacted
.48 legislation by the Congress. Al
ready in the great war emergency
through which the natlon 1s passing
" e folly of the philosophy which has
hamstrung the transportation system
of the continent has been made appar-

*\| sat. The Inndequacy of the rallroads

]
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to meet the demands made on them
s directly attributable to the hamper-
ing laws that prejudice and ignorance
Bave put on the books In the past,
spd untll those enactmonts are re-
¥ised In the light of reason and ex-
aperience, there can be no permanent
improvement in the situation and lit-

.« tie temporary mitigntion of the condl-

i

)

tons which now exist.

By followlng the counsel of the
JInterstate Commerce Commission the
Oongress would provide for the In-

., telligent operation of all raliroads In
" @ manner to serve the needs of the

ad
b

" |

" matlon. The country would ald o
the collection of the capltal needed
Immediately to bring them up to an
efficient standard, under the conser-
wative direction of the financial offi-
gers of the Treawury und bureaus
created to manage this Important en-
terprise; and public and private in-
vestment would be gafeguarded by a
proper conirel over securlties of all
elaswes,

The r:flroads must have capital;
they must be hrought at once to n
slate of physieal fitness for the stu-
pendous task they are called vpon 1
perform. To provide this capital and
to furnish the Improvements needs!
no agency o competent as the Unite]

tes Government can be Improvised ;
to expend It Intelligently and econom
feally, no machine comparuble with
the present operating manogers of the
gallronds cnn be hrought together,

Morenver, by the assumption as n
measure of wur necessity of the duty
of assisting the raliromds In financing
thelr unecessary  Improvements, the
Eongress wonld bhegin a course of
practical [nstruction that would be
of the zreatest possible benefit not
wnly to I8 Individunl members, Lut
ulso to the nation they represent and
the constituents from whom they
eoma. They would learn In the school

@f experience the magnitude of the
operations that are essentinl to the
maintenance of adequnte llnes, ter-
minals and rolling stock. They would
be Informed on the overwhelming
burdens Imposed on private capital,
which recently have been Insupport-
able bernuse of unwise legislation and
indlexihle regulntion. The rallronds
have been Inon straitjacket, when the
safety of the country and the preser-
wation of (s Institutions required full
liberty for development, Their eyes
would he opened to the foresight that
must be exercised to meet not only
the needs of toimorraw, but the re-
guirements of years hence, and the
difficulties, not In sending truins from
statlons ‘and yards, but of providing
the tracks on which they are to run,

R o I AR e A
A i ' : b RN \ . L

-_

consequences wheh would ensue f
the Influences whieh have been oper-
mitted to Intrude In the delieate

tranaportation system.
The war plana of the United States

jdemand that the rafiroads shall be; panded

|brought In the shortest pessible period
of time to the highest possible state of
efficiency. That cun be accomplished
by ridding the country of the barriers
that unwise legisiation has erected
to oppose their natural and logieal
development, by replenishing thelr
treasuries for the prosecution, under
! upgropriate publie control, of the new
consiruction that must be undertaken,
and by mssuring the private Investors
whose meney has bullt them that thelr
Interiats will not be sacrificed. This
course will preserve all that Is good—
and that which is good Is invaluable
—in their organizations, and give to
the United Htates the benefit of the
wonderful machines that, despite pub-
lle opponition, have been preserved in
the rallrond systems of the country.

The War on Impudently Rampant

Selfichness.

“The law of supply and demand,”
sald the Presldent In his war ad-
tress, “has heen replnced by the law
of unrestrained selfixhness.'

Profiteering, the: Chlef Magisteate
| went on, has heen “aliminnted In sev-
eral hranchea of industry [many peo-
ple would have been Interested In the
list If the President had given It],
but It still runs Impudently rampant
in others,"

In the case of the farmers, for
example. Profiteering (s Impudently
rampant in their cuse, as the Presi-
dent points out; not, however, with
the farmera as the profiteers; In his
view they are the victims of the Im-
pudently rampant profiteering.

Thig 1s the special report which
Mr. Wizson mukes to the Congress
amd the eountry concerning the de-
ploriibie atate of things aMicting our
ngricultural producers, the unjust
conditlons oppressihng our farmers,
compressing them, at it were, between
the two jaws of a vise operiited by n
relentless hand at the toggle:

“The farmers, for example, complain
with a great deal of justice that while
the regulation of food prices pestricts
thelr income, no restrainta are placed
upon the prices of most of the things
they must thamselves purchase.™

Why did the P'resident content him-
self with mentloning the furmers as
sufferers from thils sort of equlity?
How ahout the rallroads, for another
example?

Haos he not ohserved In the case of
the rallroads, with thelr incomes re-
stricted by the regulation of rates and
with no restranints on the prices of
lubor and other things they muat
themselves purchuse, an Injustice
strikingly similar to that which ex-
cltes his commiseration when he con-
templates the farmer's lot?

But no word, an yet, from the
White House to encourage the rall-
roads!

A Tazx by Any Other Name.

Title 1. of “An net to - ide rove-
noe to defray war expensers, and for
other purposes,” apnroved (vtober 3,
1T, reads, "War lucoime Tux,"”

Title UL of the sume act reads,
“Mhir Excess Profits Tux.™

The wections of the lnw gumprised
under Title 1. cull for a normal
tnx and certaln additlonal graduanted
tnxes upon the Incomes of Individuals,
citigens and resldents of the United
Htutes, These lncome tnxes are them-
welves additlonnl to those nlready im-
posed prior to October 8, 1017,

They nre not (nxes designed to fall

upon such énimucements of personal
Incomes us may be due to the war.
There Is no refervner to the war In
these except in the title “War Income
Tax." 1In this titia the word war ob-
vioosiy refers back to the title of the
low aid means “to defray war ex-
penses.”
‘ The sole purpose of thems additional
income tnxes is therefore to meet the
expenses of conducting a war, Itisa
“Wartime Income Tax" and not a
War Income Tax" or a “Tax on War
Income™; that ‘s, an Increase of In-
eome traceable to the accldent or for-
tune of war.

Now lot us conslder the second title
(of the act, "War Excess Profits Tax."

This provides for o mx “gpon the
| Income of every vorporation, partner.
{8blp, or Individual * * * equal to
| the following percentages of the net
income' ; nud then the law states the
percentnges, dml the method of de-

termining the tnxable net inepme, and
Ilnuch eine,

| Altbongh the tite spenks of a
[ “profita tux" ihe text doea not npe the
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! to the war?

the title allow daductions based on

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1917, | mechaniam of (he already demoralised earnings in the years 1011, 1013 and
—_——————————

11018. The tax Is therafore not de-
ldped to reach Income which bhas ex-

in cobsequence’ of the war,
but all income which has expanded Its
earning power; L e, shows a higher
mte of retuin on the finvestment,
within specified 1imits, since January
1, 1014, The mceaning of “war” In
the title “War Exceas Profits Tax” is
evidently the same ms In Title L.
“wartime™ or “to defray war ex-
’.n“n

has been disclosed as referring to the
excess of fncomae, or net Income, over
that prior to January 1, 1014

Revising the wording of Title II
in the Interests of truth, we find it
shodld read: “Wartime Income Tax
Based on Earning Power In Excess
of That of the Years 1911, 1012 and
1818."

Kven this would be but Imperfectly
descriptive, since where there is no
cupital |nvested, or merely nominal
capital Invested, a flat tax of 8 per
cent. Is imposed on nll net Income
sbove specific deductions; these de-
ductions having nothing to do with
Income or earnjngs In the years he
fore the war,

Does nll this seem hardly worth
while? It will have heen thoroughly
worth while If it leads zome of ns to
abandon the persistent notlon that
the *war ex osus profits tax" (s a tax
on excess profits due to the war, or
on excesa profits of any kind or on
profits of any kind. It {s a tax on
Income with specinl reference to In-
erenses fa the eate of return on an
investment. Congress ought to roviee
thg title which misbrands it, and
which would be forbldden If there
were n pure tax law as there Is a
pure food law, A tax cnnnot suc
cessfully be camouflaged, however.
And there Is an exhibitlon of moral
virtue possible in so simple an net
ns calling a spade a spade,

The Hylan Adminlstration Begins.

Mayor Hyraw's ndministration of
the corporate affalrs of New York
may truthfully be sald to have hegun
with a reduction of £1,857.000 In the
budget for 1018, The compliation of
appropriations for next year, prepared
by the Fuslon Board of Estimute, hus
been reduced In that sum by n Bourd
of Alderman politically In sympathy
with the supporters of Judge Hyraw,
and Mayor MimncHEL has wisely re
fralnedd from attempting to force on
his, successor nllowances for municl-
pnl expenses that he has been offi-
cially informed are unnecessary and
not wanted.

The amount of the saviugs thus ef.
fected hns been sneered ui as small.
Actually it s large; the fact that
we have become accustomed to gov-
srnmental axpenditures running into
the billlons does not make a matter
of §2,000,000 inconslderable. That It
represents a amall percentnge of the
budget total is of no consequence,
Every nseault on extravagance In
spending the publie's money Is at-
tacked as cheeseparing, because each
item of waste appears small {n com-
parison with the whole cost of gov-
ernment. The budget 15 magde up of
n vast number of appropriations,
many of them small in amount and
trifling In proportion to Its enormous
slze, and it Is only by careful reguln-
tion of tliese that the burden on the
taxpayer can be reduced,

Mr. Mircnen would have been il
advised had he precipituted an un-
necensary dispute by trylng to Impose
the judgment of the Fuslon Board of
Estimate on the Democratic Alder-
men with regard to the amount of
money a Democratie city administra-
tion should spend. He has adopted
the wiser course, and the taxpayers
of this town will hope that the econ-
omy shown in the preface by the
Hylan administration will be justified
by its record in office.

Helping & Kinsman of Oumrs.

There I8 no paradox In gaying that
the most !mportant thing accom-
plished in the purchase of thrift
stamps Is negative,

It's not the quarters wa lend Uncle

Sawm that help him go much as those
1 we don't spend for ourselves,

Of course the old gentlemnn has to
| have money to buy goods and bire
things done, but how In the world
can he buy goods and hire things

that's just what we do when we buy
| things we can get along without
{ There are not enough goods and ser-
viees In the country to supply our
ordinary demands and his emergoncy

fncome over past years, an exetss duws |

The adjective “excess” (n the title

done if we compete with him? And |

SRR T~

first beard & Oermen stamp Thl
akes It possible to buy and sell 1t

ative in this wmatter should be per-| Not precisely. The sections under | on the German sxchanges.

[ The stamp has nething te do with
the security of the bond or the ae
( tunl value of it. It merely affects the
| price, because so many persons do not
| want a bond bearing a German stamp.
{ Therefore they will pay only §76 for
| this German stamped bond where
|they will pay $85 or more for the
same bond with no German stgmp.

Curlous, {sn't It? Rather ponsensi-

cal, too, when the country that lssues
the is allied with us in the war
against Germany; when the payment
of Interest and repayment of princl-
pal are as certain in the case of one
[ bond as In the case of the other.

Yet the hard fact of the diference
| In priees is mighty significant of the
| feeling about nearly all things Ger-
| man to-day. And it peints like a
| finger post to the fate of many things
. German In the years nfter this war.

i Putting aside all questions of eco-
{nomic and commercial discrimina-
; tiona following the return of peace,
| there will be for Germany & mevere
| and long enduring punlshment in the
soclal ostraclem she In llkely to be
subjocted to—and social ostraclsm al-
ways means pecuniary loss.
—

There are no surprises In a siz day
race or & Wilson Caongresa.

Thank heaven for that runaway
balloon! No one suspected we had so
many that one could stray away.

A trim nurase's costume Is caloulated
to soothe tattered pocket nerves at any
war charity function, and it does.

The Mexican bandit may be suscep-
tible to foreign propagunda, as alleged,
but he has progressed beyond the in-
fantile stage of making speeches, It In
something of an accomplishmgnt to be
disioyad without talking about it

Every now and then there comes a
substitute for gusolene, amply filling
tho place of the-old discuveries of per-
petual enotion,

Some are “left to strut thelr uneasy
hour and be forgotten,” others march
to an sternity of fame.

It may be held by some humani-
tarians that the death penalty, which
s adveeated by Judge Mavowm, for
charity swindlera s too sewere, but
nobody would object if sach of them
were kicked a couple of times by a
Missourl mule.

Washington at least leayes the door
mat for the Holshevikl to stand on
while it considers opening the door,

I'resident WiLson's reasons for pak-
ing for a declaration of war agninst
Austrin-Hungary are reported "not to
he quite clear” to some persons In
Wushington. They are alear to every-
body outside the capital. What curi-
vus and unique stmospheric condition
obtaine on the Potomas to obscure
them to any dweller by that interest-
ing stream?

M. Porrin, the Premler of the new
Siberfan  republlc, should have &
kitchen embinet.

Representative Kirreuix, the Demo-
cratle leader in the House of Repre-
sentatives, says he expects a vole on

tefore Christmas. How ean all the
oratory these subjecta Inspire for con-
sumption “back home" be disposed of
it 80 short o time?

Vienna bread may pass, but pilaff
remalne,

FACING THE PROBLEM.

Let the Government Issue an Oecupa-
tion List WHh Its Other Lists.

i To Tue Evtror or Tig BUN—Fir: That
| there was an agitation when war first
Legan between Germany and the Allles
that the United Sintes should hasten to
supply the country with ships so as to
seize the opportunity to get into contact
with Bouth American trade and enable
Ameriean manufacturers to gel o larger
share of thelr business we all recollect;
but nothing was done,

Now thut the necersary speeding up
process 18 on and that it ts vital to have
more and more ehips for the transporta-
tlon of troops and the exportation of
neceasarios, It Is & pity that we were not
more forehanded. However, tha point
which I wish to bring 8p is that, owing
to the lack of steamship space and to
the so-called conservation st and to
the diffculty of obtaining lHcenses for
certain commodities, and particularly
thozo called non-essentials, thers are
many concerns who have about come to
the end of thelr resources through the
fnability to transact business.

(1t what avall is the buying of Liberty
bonds if they have to be converted Into
carh agaln through Inability to carry on
what trade one may hawe had? Does
the CGovernment, for exampls, Issue a
scheduls or st of what la urgently re-
quired, and s thers any opportunity to

baeing in the clase «* those who have
made great fortunes as indicated by
reference to Increased incomes on the
first page of last Hunday's BunT

| The answer may well ba that If the
i'bu.ulnrr.n you are in does not pay get
{nto another or Join the army regardless

nitional prohibition and equal suffrage |

be of service to the Government direct |
ltn this connection sithout necemarily '

the rolling stock of which they M‘H|wonl “profits,” hut spenks only of
made up nnd solving the ever recur- | wpet fncome.”” The tax Is not levied
reut complications In which are ex-| ;n (he net Income, but upon the In-
posed the frallties of human nature

as to whether you ure of age or any
o }other conditions; nr else Lo take o posl-
Fiyery. time we: boy, thrife ﬂnmmltinn with some concern more efficlent
we say to our well beloved avuncular | gnd useful: all of which we know tha

and the follings of men,

The Interstate Commerce Commis-
slon polnts out the ulternative to this
oourse. It is selzure of the rallronds
by the President under his war pow-
erw, and direct op¢ration thereof un-
der his authorlty for (the perlod of the
confliet. Agnlost this course the fact
that the Government possesees no In-
strumentality competent to the labor
of directing the roads, and the fact,
attesterd by experience {n numerous
enterprises requiring the creation of
Government hureaus, that the estab=
lishment of such an instrumentality

_ would Involve months and possibly
ears of legislative nnd executive ex-

perimentation and dickering, argue
conclusively. The country has before

it the llustration afforded by the ef.

fort of the Government to bulld ships,
in which its Intentlon to create a fleat
Inévitable
dead-
Bocks. 1t iv appalling to think of the

hus heen obstructed by

gquarrels, disagreemenis and

come equal (o fixeg percentnges of the
net lncome,

‘This, then, Is not o “profits tax” et
all: 1t 1a an Income tax. It falls ap
individunis ns well s on partoer-
ships and corporutions; it falls on
those individunls spd those corpora.
tlons which have capital and those
which bave pa eapital or only nom-
innl capital; for those who have In-
vested capital there wre fxed percent.
ages; for thore who have no Invested
capital or only nominal eapital there
is a flat tax on the net income. There
is in very truth no basle distinction
whatever between this income tax lev-
fed under Title I1. and that Income
tax levied nnder Title 1. except that
the tax Imposed by Title IL drags
In a more or lesa artificial standard
enlled “actual capital Invested,” by
which to mensure the allrs of ncome
it will take for the Treasury.

To consier again the wording of
Title I[1.—"War Excess Profits Tax”:

Does it mean a tax on the excess of

kinsman:

“Kee hore, you need what this will
buy more than we do, Take It; we
can get along without it!”

And the good natured fellow, +'» to
his neck in work but not the least
flustered, comes back at us with:

“I'll pay you 4 per cent. compound
interest on every £4.12 you lend me
this way. Is that all right?"

Is 11!

_“German ul-pm;."
Here Is a bond, a Government bond
of one of our allles, which Is a par-

matures In & few years. If bought
now and held for maturity it ylelds
consldernbly over 8 per cent.
Identically the same bond exeept
for a single circumstance sells about
ten polinta higher,
market and held for maturity this
socond bond ylelds decldedly less,
The slngle clrcumstance that differ.

]

ticularly promisiog !nvestment. It

Purchased at the

entintes the two bonds is thas the

| first time without delng advised by the
Redfloldn or othera,
“They order thess things bstter In
France, methinka” R R TuoMesoxn.
Nzw Yonr, Docember B,

TRADE BRIEFS.

Copal producers In Conge wish to de-
weolop new markets for the gum, and 1t Is
suggerted Ly Vies-Coneul H. A. MecBride,
Lendon, England, that & demand for the
raw product might be created In the
United Etates. Copal s used In the mak-
ing of varniah. The Director of Economic
Affairs, Homs, Conge, will send full In-
fermation about this product to any Amar-
fean Arms intereatad.

Japaness manufacturers wish te pur-
chase equipment for the manufacture of
glus. Drawingns, epecifications and all
other information relative lo Installations
of this kind ghould bs submitted.

Thers la & market in Italy for back and
white snap fastensis of warfous wises
Samplea of the atyles wanted may be ex-
amined st the Bursau of Forslgn and De-
mestic Commerce, TE4 Custom Houss, New
Tork.

American asutemoblls manufaclurers and
piakers of automqgbile accessorise are asked
to sand catalogues and price lists to & oul-
sern i the Federated Maiay Bistes,

To van Eorron oF THE Suw—8ir: There

| way to stop German Schrecklichkelt and

s tarongh reprisals.

Is It geing to be & good polley to kill
innogent women and children becauss
the anemy doea {t? Bescause our elivile
fans suffer have we any right to injure
harmiess Germana? [ thipk not! Surely
thore must be another way of defeating
Germany than that of harming and
taking and frightening ssmocent lives!

Put the men that we would place In
raiding alrplanss on the firing linal Put
the powder that wounld be used for the
making of incendlary bombs Into ahnt
and shell that will Aind its mark In the
trenches and not in & sleeping city!

Perhaps thoss who read this will say
that eince war {s so horvibla In all its
manifestations a littla horror more will
d0 no harm; that war s so utterly
demoralizing that this taking of elvillan
Hves Is "all In the game” ‘True, war s
demoralising and doea bring out all
the bruts foree In man, but there s &
limit to everything, even demoralizsa-
tion, and to me that s the limit!

Bupposedly woe are fighting to maks
the “world safe for democracy.” Is the
way to go about It to use the same
devilish schemes Invented by German
“Kultur” and aulhoriszsd by that very
Pruseian militariam that we ars In the
act of suppressing? Do you think that
our noble |deal will seam very noble to
the enemy when we try 1o galn R
through the very means ws are fighting
against?

Will thess reprisals make our ideal
4 trus one and keep the Germans from
thinking we are fighting for purely esco-
nomio reasons? Wil they?

The barbarous Hun In centuries gone
by poured hot oll down his prisoner's
back. Ths modern clvilised German
pours hot shot and shell, so to rpealk,
down a elvillan's back !

Are we justified in gaining our end
in such a bass manner?

Boame say that {f wa treat the Ger-
man prisoners badly Germany will im-
mediately coass molesting ours. Agaln
I diffar. A poople whose Instinets have
been so turned back to those of the
rave man and the stone age man can
hardly care very much If thalr prisen-
erd are maltreated. A peopls who have
rommitied the atrocities they have can-
nit be moved by anything in the shape
of cruelty In this world of ours.

A vietory brought about In this way
will be a material one, but spiritually
our souls will be meared. What gond
wiil this material victory over the Ger-
mans be when thay know they have de-
feated us In soul! )

ELsa OrPENMBIMER.

Nsw Yorx, December b.

Film Director Laments Thelr Lack of
Progross.

To YHE Ev.tun or THE Sex—Sie: 1
was moch Interested In Mr. Hrenon's let-
ter on the subject of “Why Playa Fail,”
and empecially that portion of It compar-
Ing the standard of productiona In the
pleturs theatres of New York with those
given over to the spoken playa,

While 1 am sa deeply Interestad In the
future of motion plctures an I8 Mr. Bre-
non, both from an artstic and commer-

noopa of the clnoma Is Infinitely hroader
thun that of the spoken drama (the lim-
Ita of the theatre belng confined to the
four brick walls of & theatre), I feel that
If a eomparizon such us the ona rug-
keated by Mr Brenon were made the
Meture would Lia the losar. The generul
standard of the spoken drama In Amer-
Ira to-Auy may not be perfect; but It v
A vast Improvement on the standard of
the motion ploture,  Granted that the
cinema has grown commercinlly and
technically, few peopla can Jeny that
from an artistic standpoint it has suf
fered @ aharp decline during the past
thres or four wearm  And unless soma-
thing in done to pave the pleture from
wome of the small minded men who ure

dict its total collapse financially,

Buch braine as the American theatre
can boast of are divertad largely to chan-
nels of spoken entertalnment, With per-

Is madly lacking In culture, refinement,
originality, mentality, or &« broad and
romgpirebensive undersianding of the
vital problems of the moment. To-day,
there {d no such thing as a "big" ple-
ture. The film l# no longer In the same |
class with the spoken drama. 1t occn- |
ples, fipurativel: speaking, & nook rwr|
Ing from [ to 60 cents. Thres years ago

the wkil and at admission prices similar
to those charged In first clase legitimate
theatres! Thess statements are not what

ties™; they are facts.

Mr. Brenon says that the newspapers
are attacking motion pictures and 1gnor-
Ing the progress tha ilm has made. But
they are wondering why this progreas
haa not boen turned into aceount, and
why the camera, which has pozaibilities
that make tha stage pale Into Insignin-
oanoe, cannot be made the squal of tho
ptage—If not, Indesd, 1ts superior,

Perhaps Mr. Brenon can tell us

Winrtrasm Moope IPartem.

New Yorx, Decembar 0,

{ THE NATIONAL PARTY.

It Will Not Take Sides In Controver.
sles Among Buffragists,

To Tum EviTor oF Tue SUn--Sir: My
attention has been called to an wrticle
published In your eolumne In which Misa

Miaa Lucy Burn:, well known militant
suffragist, Is reported to have =ald that
at the convention of the Natlonal Wom-
an's party, the militant suffrage organ-
Isation, a delegation from the National
party will attend and that the memhers
of the Natlonal Woman's party will de-
clde whether to Join with the other
groups In the National party., The state-
ment says that Miss Hurns declared
“that the genera! lsadarship of the coa-
litlon movemant Is In tha hands of J. A.
. Hopkine of New Jorsey and John
Spargo and othere.'”

An the director of the propaganda and
educational wctivities of the Natlenal
party permit me (o my very positively
that the Natlonal party will not send any
represantatives to the convention of the
Natlonal Woman's party. This was defi-
nitely decided upon at a conference of
National party leadera which was held
some time ago.

The Nutlional party 1s wholeheurtadly
In favor of the Federal suffrage amend-
ment, which s the firet plank In Its plat-
form, but it does not take widem in the
controvarsy which has developed In the
ranks of women suffragists upon the
question of pollcy. JouN Branao,

Director of Propamanda and Puhliclty.

New Yorx, December b,

Customer—1I want a pound of sugar,
Dealer—Anthracite or bltamineus?

vial standpoint, and freely admit that the

dlrecting Iis destinies In America I pro-'

hapa few exceptions the pleture industry |

Have o Contond WHA.
| 'To tmas Eorron or Tus Sun—8F; 1f

 dramatio critics of the dally papers, thelr
iwork and working conditions, I believe
the' public would be less prone to view
them with savage contempt. I happen
{to know, becauss I have been ons of
them (although outside New York) : and
1 am free of the lllusion that the critio—
| your own, for instance—is & supsrciiloys
'eynic with a sinscure, whose life is one
|long paradise of free seats and first
nights, and who errs In sheer cussed-
ness, or because he ls corrupt.

That exceptions are cussed and other
exceptions corrupt ia true, and Just as
true of any othcr profession. But the
worat one who sver sold out, or dangled
a broad black ribbon from his eye-
glansen, was a toller on a traadmill and
| merited sympathy as such; while as for
good ones, If ever organist dessrved the
“Don’t shost” placard, 8o do they.

But the lettor which draws this of
mins is the one from L. B, Wood, who
attacked the eritio on the specifio ground
that he 1s not a guardian ef tha public’s
morals as exemplified In L. B. Wood, and
complained that erities’ encomiums had
misled Mr. (or may It not be Miss?)
Wood Into taking “young relativey” to
#ea no less than five playe, after each of
which he or she was ashamed.

When 1 say tha public is savage as to
eritics 1 do not mean L. B, Wood, whase
letter was quite moderats in topa It
was Interesting becauss typloal of a
lnrge class whoee viewpolnt so eIRIDS-
rates many studious theatregeers that
they could rage away thalr strength at
it If they had not learned to ignore 1L

Now | am not exasperatsd, nor do I
think the Woods should be Ignored. 1
think they have just claima on the news-
paper critlc a3 a reporter. They peed
not expect him to join them In waming
on all plays tangent to the Beventh Com«
mandment from one direction or an-
other; they may, T belleve, expect thelr
favorita newspaper to let them know
unmistakably when a new play has &
thome or & color which they would pre-
fer to avold. :

I admit that In L. B, Wood's own
case this might ba hard to do. How In
the world dld L. B. read reviews of “Her
Husband's Widow," "Madame Band,"
&e,, without being wuarned to take those
young relatives elsawhers? Ome would
suppose the titles would be warnings.
Burely » crumb of knowladge of George
Bind can be taken for grantsd In &
reader of your editorial page!

I think of a schemo unler which 1 be-
lleve the tieatre would be even better
“eovered” than It (s and we should all
of us—the plain blunt man, the Hroad-
way Jones, the L. B, Wood, the stage,
the author, the eritls, the newapaper, the
Dray-ma Leagus and myself—be better
served than we are  WIll you, witheut
feeling that [ am trying o tell you how
jto run your business, allow ma to aketch
| that scheme bLriefly?

Suppose twn men be sent to eaerh play,
the critle and a reporter, Supposs thal
a plece of plraight reporting be all that
Is published next morning—a newa story,
telling, as the reporter might about a
formal dinner, what ths entertainment
wns, who gave it, who took part, the
theme nnd something of the plot per-
haps, haw many people wers there, how
they scemed to llke It, and so on.

Then supposs to the critio be given a
Bundny page or two, whereaon to say his
eritical muy of each of the plays of the
weel, Appending his signature.

It would save him practically all the
alllgation of quick reporting, which eats !
up hla space and his limited time ns
things are managed now. It would give
him zome ehanca to refleet, to clarify hia
idess and condense hls expression of
them. Trua, there are plays born on
Monday which are dead within a week;
# murh tha hetter; the eritle might
save his powder. And so many others

e seeht ot o disadvantage the first night
that T win not sure the critle ourht nod
to postpoane his attentlons a night or twe, |
letting the ruporter cover the opening |
alone, ar perhaps with Mrs, Reportar a:
his wide |

The report would give tha reader all|
te nesds or has time to learn as he gFulpa
| Wi® poffes the moarning after an apening. |
On Sunday the ceader has lefsure for the !
eritle, whome fine shrewd tourhes would |
nnt be missad In o rush for the subwn'{
or the 8:14, LTI D

agrmais. | rme cuyic wo cyme. |THE QUALITY AND THE
The Oase for Not Answering Prights  Some of the Things Roviewers of Flays

e Y

OF FOOD AT MILITARY CAMPS,

pondersace of

has besn soma talk Iataly that the only the public knew a little more about the Very Little Disense Due to Lack of One Kind of Feod or to Pre.

Anether Hind

It weuld be a prefound mistake to'ably not so well housed, certainty the,

g4y any attention to pessimistio im-
pressions regarding the food at mill-
camps. Apart from the anxiety
by disloyal antielpations. the
nation |s deeply concerned with :‘I:

hours would be thiul.
A certain conclusion as to the quality
of the rations cannot be drawn In this
way. Only food that Is really bad and

caslonal visitor to the camps.

The mortalily rates do not necssa-
rily indicate what the quality of food
Is, But the sick llsts would show,

have not yet been published, but It
has been mads obvious by the experi-
ence of the past six montha that there
Is very little diseass due to the absence
of ons kind of food or to the pre-
ponderance of another.

In addition, it is just to say that the
supervision of the soldiers’ meals Is
most commendable. At Camp Devens,
for Instancs, officers have ghown great
compaetence In taking charge of the
bill of fage, and it s the rule to have
an officer or sergeant in the messroom
while the men are eating, The resull
is that they are well fed and well
served. Yet Camp Devens is not bet-
ter fed than other campa

In the matter of food It s hardly
safe to belleve all that is sald A cer-
tain pumber of men will always grume
ble, But, for various ressons, it is
prudent to put in a word of warning
against tho gusty optimism of the
following statement which recently
nppeared In a New York paper:
“These men are baing belter fed, bet-
ter housed, better looked after physi-
eally—from evory standpoint—than
when they were at home.”

This whole remark is utterly {llogi-
cal. Many of thess rearuits have, un-
fortunstely, been too poor to pay for
good food and lodgings. They are
now better off In thess respects, but,
Judged by thelr previous condlition, the
piresent improvement does not demon-
strate much. It |s somewhat uncon-
vinelng to eay that soldlers are het-
ter fed, better housed, & .., than when
they wers at home. In the trenches,
or in camps {n winter, they ars prob-

‘are not s warm. But, In regard .,
[food, the maln point In whether 1
could not be studied with & closer re
lation to the conditlons which oy-
armies hre likely to encounter in 1)

rope.

The best way to decide scems 1o b

! to examine the rations in the light of
thres years experience with food prot
loms abroad. The ration of the Megy.

Iar Army s lkely to be manotonsys

| As & general rule, hashes and stews are

too frequent. But the great dofect o
the army rations s related to tran,.
port and metabollsm. They are coin-
posed of foods which are bulky and ce
Cupy A great deal of apace, This fay):

will prove excesdingly troubleson.
when It Is neceasary to supply a vas:
army in Europe.

One breakfast that is served {s mad
up ma follows: BStewed fruit, friy
munh, molaases and coffes. It {s dim
cult to supply the bodily nitrogen wig,
 thils breakfast, unless a great deal |y
eaton at a meal. Meat ahould not b
nubstituted for cereal, for an excess o
meat is now known to be harmtu!, py-
A amall quantity might bs added
this breakfast and ths cersal redune!
for campalgn purposes.

“It Is ‘admitted,” - says & bhign
European authority, “that many eass-
of disturbances in the general health

. In the form of a tandency to musculs:

i weakness, weakness of the heart ani
similar forms of deblility, may be vari.
flad in soldlers as & consaquence of ¢
diet deficlent In fresh meat, or Ia vi
tamines, of which dried foods or food:
that require cooking at high tempera
tures do not contaln snough.”

This opinion, published recently a¢
Milan, {s significant, for the meat ra
tion of the Italian troops was reducsd
after much discusston. From thiy
polot of view & birealfast of mush wa

1‘ gorn syrup, though doubtieas goa.
under some conditions, Is hardly sum-
clent for soldlers In active serviee
However, much de| upon the eao)
and the baker. If they ars capahle anc
think ont a variety the army ration {
rood enough for anybody. But it
lacking in those things which mak.
variety In themssivos—condiment:,
and vegetables, 1ike spinach, radishes.
carrots, which are useful In prevent

Ing ecurvy. Tomatoes are supplie.

perhaps too often for most men.

A new point has lately been dir
cussed by Colonel Azan, In Franceou:
soldlers will be hospitably offered win..
| They are hound to refuse It, but win

of good quality s certainly a valuabl
meany of wupplying warmth an’
¢Nergy. Atspresent the French an
Itallan soldiers have a wine ratio
with the approval of most authorities

It certainly seems a pity that our so
diers must refuse what Is hospital

offered, for If they avolded llquor, ex
c¢ept in moderation, probab!y diseiplin
and efficlency would not suffer.

“HE DID HIS DAMNEDEST”

Is Cariyle Getilng Crodit That Be-
longe to Narte!

To Taa Eviron or T Buw—r: Your
London correspondent, referring to the
tank motto at the battle of Cambral,
'“The tank corps this'day expects every
tank to do Its damnedest,” saye that nn
English ltcrary expert attributes the
origin of tils use of ‘‘damnedest” to
Carlyle.

The idea may have coms from Hret
Harte, & man held in high esteem bLv
Britlsh rsoldiers.  According to Huarte,
a4 famous gumbler died |n Callfornia In
the days of '¢5, and his camp acqueint-
dnces thought ho should have a monu-
ment. A collection was taken up and
a commiltes of one was sent with the
money to the nearest place where a
tombstone could be obtained. Arriving
there, he was surprised to learn that
it was the proper thing to make some
recognition of the deceased's virtues
upon his tombatone. To tho best of the
commiitea's limited knowledge of the
departed he hadn't any wvirtues, but

NEw Yorw, Decembar O ! alnco something kad to be inscribed he

Jeannotts Burns, speaking for her =inter, |

s |
LABOR AND _RAILROADS.
A Contrast of Government Methods In
Dealing With Both,

To s Eniron or Tum FoN—8ir; I

It was almost crowding the drama tui s Interesting to note the alacrity with |

{which ofeln]l Washington bestire itself
| ta cater to the demands of laber ‘rln:
anthraclie minera who are at present

not yet expirad, and who evidently re-
 gard such an Rgresment as nothing bull
'a #icrap of paper whenever it sults their
purpose, have just a fow weeks ago asked
tor un inerease In wages, It took Mr
viarfield just two weeks to Jdoclde upon
an advancs in the price of anthracits
i eonl for the purposs of uccommodating
these miner gentlemen,

In contrast to the above the Inter-
| atate Commerce Commission has been
wrestling with this raliway rate pro‘hllml
for uver three years and Jdoes not peem
to be nny nearer a solution to-day than
when |t started. Is It not wbout time
that the investors orgmnize a viriianea
committee and procesd to Washington
with & blg stick for the purposa of
]nnrmtnnlnn‘ a cleaning out of the hnlla
of Congress, includine ths commission
itealf? Thia {8 what labor does, and (t.
apparently brings resylts,

Sinee it 18 evidently Imponsible for the
tevortors in rallroad secorities to get o
ragiiare dend In &Rny other way they p.-o'b-;
ably could d= no better than to emulate
action taken by *he 'abor unlena. It In
Loth o disgrace! L] and alarming econd!-
tion when the man who has hia money
nvested In rallway seourities must troms
his in his shoes at the thought of aliting
{Aly by and sering that Investment ‘“‘I
proviated slmost wilfully at the Lands

1 €7 tha agenta of the Government, t

Tinlexs the Government soon wakes
| to the sttuation and encourages rather
than discourages Investmanta in rallway
enterprises the Inveator Is liable to close
hin purra to all such investments, in-
rluding thome of the Government itself,
and than the answer will ba nomething
different to contemplate.

WaALT™R JowEs,
Heanrvg, Pa., Decuinber 6,
A WHint,
Eince but & few weaks, wire, your faces,
Henevolent, eonspirunsus,
Wera braming from all publie pinoss
To coas our bumble votes from wus,

Mis many virtues sach procialming,
No saving grars of modesty—

And his antagonist defaming
Hegardiess of veracity.

To-Aay thoss portraits, torn and tattersd,
Those boastful words In glaring print,
Dirty, undignified, bespattered,
Coufront you. Can you take a hint?
MARIETTA M. ANDARWS,

gave this Inseription: “Poker Jack
Born, ——; dled, July, 1849. He did
his damnedest ; no man could do more '’
Frang A. Foax,
Nww Rocwxiis, December 6.

GERMAN IN SCHOOLS.

Falling OF of the Night Class at

De Witt Clinton.

¥r. Brenon calls “glittering mcuﬂ-:w,m,—,, under an mgreement which has| To T Ebrron orF Twe Son—=8: The

study of the German Ianguage hers In
America has fallen to a low ebb and is
belng pursued by & smaller number o
students aas time goes on. Every day we
read whera some school or institution of
learnitg, on one pretext or another, 18 ox-
punging It from the curriculum, and tha
latent development s where It will he
thrown out of De Witt Clinton evening
school, aa the Hoarnd of laucation does
not eonsider the attendoncs at the Ger-
man classes largs enough lo warrant the
malntenance of mich elumesa or the hir-
ing of & teacher therefar,

Of course, under such adverse rondl-
tions little cun ba done Lo stemn tha tide
It Is & misfortune that thovs who are
studying the language for purely philo-
logical or commersial reasons must suf-
fer and wwalt the udvent of mors pro-
pitious times when popular feeling will
have subalded after the war

The attendance at De Witt Clinton
evening German cliumws {5 now thirty-
olx, which Is nine leas than the number
required,

BENJAMIN A, WEATTIENWAX.

New Yonk, December 0.

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP.

Arguments for 1t That Apply Equally
to Private Unified Control,
To THE EpITOR OF THE SUN—!

Eirs

Na
advecula of Government ownorship for
a moment expoeets the rallroads to be
run by othars than thoss who run them
now, the only difference heing that the
profits would go to the Covernment in-
stead of (o private capitalists

Many large roads earn un abnormal
profit and many small roads 1ome money,
The losses of the small roads could be
met from the profits on the lirge roads
withou! apparent losa to them, as tha
rroportica 14 s cents to thousanda of
dollars,

Every ons knows that per eent. In
overheid expense of uny business dee
creasss an the volume increases, and if
all rallroads wers fNnanced from ono
genernl . intre the saving would be mso
large tha 1t would many times pay for
whatever loes there could pessibly bo
from bra cles that covered !molnted wnd
thinly pottled sections of the esuntry,

F. L Uxiox,

New Yonx, December §.

TIED TO HIS SALARY.

;Tk Thing That Keeps a Man From
Golag Back to the Land.

To Tar EniTor oF Tnaa BuN—Sir: |
was with Interest that I read in T
Suw of November 20 a eommunicat):
fram ome “A. II E' |n regard to '
difficultles 1n getllug farm help. 1
requirement of a farmer that Yis %
have experience practically debars .
whisia flelds of labor have baen ecrti:
to the city., Thera are of course u 14"
ver of men now employed In citles w!

'younger days have bean spent o
farm, but whose Interests have » o !

| been ngroclated with the cliy thar ! ¢
with reluctance that they leave it 1
very fact that they hinve become uecy
tomed, nerhane for MAENY Vears
celve thelr salury with regulnrity mant.
by month deadens thelr Initiutive, wr
thay look fearfully upon ths real r
£ponsibilities of the furmer

Of the men who are desiroun c* .
tng away from tha routine of om
work—mon who are neither fawvsll
drunkarda, Jokers nor slacke:s ' ut !
are morally, physleally and rmental!
sound, a'bsit Inexperianced, thers wr
fnany, But thess, because they ur
men, Lave voluntarily sasumad respons
bilitles of famlly, &o., whi-h ike
Aimost Imposaible for them to “slingy

' their positions. and becoms Nired e
each recelving §40 & month and a terar
house.

To cite & true Inntance: £ man e
& wifs and mother to suppors. He in
| #raduntes clvil engineer and hus the oo

ldence of his employer, Lut heing ds
sirous of the 1ifa on the farm !n apls
of s attandant difMoultise sstimyts
that the lowast he could get ulorg wit
In the country would be $60 w mont
exclunive of rent. The uverage fartie
woull feel that he could mot pa: wn it
experlanced man, however excellant h':
moral and physleal capabliities, ace
$40 2 month plus g tenan: house moe
less $80 & month, To ma the rease
why the Inexperianced city rman desirour
of doing & man's work on a farm an
the needy farmer cannot get toget's
s obvious, R MT

NEw Yonx, December B,
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POOR, HELPLESS MAN

A Ntepographer Polnts to the Weak
ness of the Dictating Anlmal.

To 7w Eoirod of THE Bon—=lir !
i menographer, nothing gives e mer
plensure than the pletares 1ot
vestisements of  dictating  mas
Thers wa wes four or five tull »
handeoms men waliing in aititude
anger, ansiely or despalr .-
thil, pirong, handsome man to o
tating letterg to the one grte
! thelr ofice,

[ eupjmse (i Is m trus plcetura =" ¢
fMices, ms for my own, iy e
do pot dictate mopre than fiftean
\ day, only fourteen of which «
necessary, But T nm et
the case of the four or five .
wlo ara wiasting away

ey

&

time 14 belog logt. I long to wina
the picture “Do it yoursel!?
boobia !

Write your lettern by Ha
ent a txpewriting :
| painfuily &t the keya
patience, prudence. fersene:a
dependent upon the limitatinng
womanji ani!™

But they never will  They !
taught that it s buslnera 1o =
pad odictate o mess of obvious o
Loule phrases and 1o bellowve
cunstitutes enploymoen?

How munv of these J 4
Smiths are ol to perforn

QUANTITY

. i !
lalior more !t'ricate thun tying & P I
e wharking o golf ball? |1 !
ler: I can Aifnant guess
gdenrainu . -
| Negw Yonix, Desemsder L
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